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Maintaining the health and safety of students and staff continues to be a high priority for the 
district.  We also want students in school as much as possible to provide the best quality 
education.  With this in mind, we are providing you with updated information that will better 
address both of these priorities. 

 
If a student is exhibiting symptoms (NEW): 

• The student will be sent to the health office. 
• The student will be asked to sit in an area isolated from others. 
• The school health aide or other staff will refer to the attached PESD Decision Tree to 

determine if the student requires isolation based on symptoms present. 
• If the student has 2 Low-Risk symptoms or 1 High-Risk symptom, the student will be 

sent home with a Student COVID Symptom Letter for isolation indicating the date the 
student may return to school.  

• If a student only has 1 Low-Risk symptom, the Health Aide will contact parent or 
guardian to determine if the student has been exposed to anyone that has tested 
positive for COVID.   

• If the student has been exposed, the school will follow the protocol for exposed 
students (close contacts).  

• If student has no known exposure, they do not need to be isolated and may 
return to school after symptoms improve and at least 24 hours have passed 
since resolution of fever without the use of fever-reducing medication.  

• The school health aide or other staff will call the parent or guardian and ask that 
the    student be immediately picked up from school. 

• It will be recommended that the parent/guardian get their student tested and/or          
consult the student’s physician.  Testing can be completed immediately at the 
onset of symptoms. Families no longer need to wait 5 days before having 
student tested.  Students will continue home isolation while waiting for test 
results. 

• If the student tests negative, they may return to school once they have been 
symptom free for 24 hours. 

 
What if a student tests positive for COVID-19? 
If a student tests positive for COVID-19, we will follow CDPH guidance that states they will not 
return for in-person instruction until they have met the following criteria: 

• They have been fever-free for at least 24 hours without the use of fever-
reducing  medications; and 

• Other symptoms have improved; and 

• At least 10 days have passed since symptom onset 
 

 



What about other students that may have been exposed (close contacts)? 
• If a student tests positive, school personnel will conduct contact tracing to identify 

close  contacts. 
• A close contact is someone that has been within 6 feet of the COVID-19 

positive     person for 15 minutes or more within a 24-hour period. 
• Close contacts will be notified and provided information on quarantine protocols. 
• Students not identified as a close contact will not need to quarantine. 

 

Will parents be notified if someone on school campus tests positive for COVID-19? 
Yes, parents will be notified if someone on campus tests positive for COVID-19. 

 

Will I know who on campus tested positive for COVID-19? 
No. To maintain confidentiality, the identity of the person will not be disclosed. Any notification 
to parents regarding positive COVID-19 cases will only state that an individual on site has tested 
positive. 
 

If my student gets COVID-19 or must quarantine because they are a close contact, will they be 
given schoolwork? 
Yes, your student can be placed on independent study for the time they will be out. Work 
assigned will include assignments such as: work packets, reading, math, Lexia and Dreambox, 
etc. 
 
Who can I call if I have further questions about COVID-19 and my student? 
Please contact your school principal. 
 

Is school staff required to be vaccinated? 
The district has implemented mandates which require that by October 15, 2021, school 
employees  either be vaccinated or be tested weekly for COVID-19. 
 
Are students required to be vaccinated? 
There is currently no requirement for students to be vaccinated.  The district will inform 
parents if guidance from the state changes. 
 



 


